
Method 2: Braiding Ribbon Lei 

Purchase satin ribbons in 2 complementary colors. The ribbons should measure 1/2 inch (1.25 cm) wide. 

Get 6 yards (5.5 meters) of each ribbon. 

 

1. 2Hold the 2 ribbons together and make a simple knot. Leave 6 inches (15 cm) loose for finishing touches on the lei. 

 

2. 3Grip the knot in your right hand with the smooth side up. 
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Make the first loop. Use your left hand and the bottom ribbon to make a loop 2 inches (5 cm) long. The loose 

ribbon tail will be under the knot. 

 

Take the ribbons in your left hand. 

 

Tug the upper ribbon to the right with your right hand. Pull the upper ribbon tightly behind the first loop and 

very near the knot. 
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Move the ribbons to your right hand. 

 

Create a loop. Move the left ribbon toward you between the left thumb on top and the index finger. Loop the 

ribbon beneath itself and grip with your index finger above and your thumb below with the loose ribbon tail 

dangling. 

 

Fold this loop upwards and through the first loop. Always keep the loose end on top when moving loops 

through other loops. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grip both loops in your right hand. 
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Pull the end of the first loop's ribbon with your left hand. This will secure the second loop. If needed, pull 

on the lower part of the bigger loop to draw the ribbons tight. 

 

Take the ribbons in your left hand. 

 

Grab the right ribbon with your right hand and make a third loop. Shove the third loop through the second 

loop. 

 

 

 

 

 

Move the ribbons to your right hand. 
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Tug the end of the second loop with your left hand to secure the third loop. 

 

Repeat this looping pattern. Switch your hands after making every loop to pull the ribbon tight. Alternate the 

ribbons with every loop. 

 

Create loops until 9 inches (23 cm) of ribbon are left at the ends. 

 

 

 

Use the ribbon that was to be used for the next loop and pull it through the previous loop. There should 

be 2 loose ribbon tails. 
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Grab a ribbon from 1 end of the lei and the alternate colored ribbon from the other end. Tie these 

together twice to make a bow. 

 

Tie the 2 untied ribbons together without a bow. 
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